
Zanzibar: Palace Museum

Sultans of Zanzibar

Left Photo: The Palace was built in 1828 by Barghash 
bin Said, second Omani sultan of Zanzibar.
Right Photo: Sultan Sayyid Bu-Said , Emily Ruete’s 
father.

Emily Ruete

Left Photo: A picture of Emily Ruete with her 
husband and kids.
Right Photo: Princess Salma’s (Emily Ruete) Room

Sultan’s Chair

Foreign Gifts
A few pictures that show gifts from Western 
countries to the Sultans of Zanzibars. This is 
especially interesting because it raises the 
question of the whole western (especially 
British) interference in the Zanzibari 
matters. There were indications of Arab 
British alliances, but many other sources 
indicated African British alliances as well. If 
anything, this helps us understand more 
the complexity of the factors that played a 
role in the revolution.

Architectural Styles

The Palace had two architectural styles. The Wide verandas are of Indian in�uence. 
And The Arches belonged to the Arab style. Those architectural styles re�ects a deeper 
in�uence and relations with those cultures. For example, Sultan Barghash was noted 
of bringing in Indian in�uence on the island.

The house of Wonders and Palace museum was �rst introduced to us through a book by Emily Ruete, originally 
known as Sayyida Salma, who was the daughter of Sultan Sayyid Al-Busaid. The book narrates her early life in 
Zanzibar as an Omani princess. The book provides very detailed descriptions to the nature of life in the Omani 
palace of Zanzibar, the interactions between the Omani elite and the service workers and the question of identity 
and self-identi�cation in the cosmopolitan Zanzibar. Those descriptions help us understand the factors that might 
have led to the revolution. The book provided a �rst-hand narration through the eyes of an Arabian princess. 
However, what I found speci�cally intriguing the narrative provided by the Zanzibaris themselves when we visited 
the palace.  At times, the di�erent narrative would allude to the same streams, but at other times the narratives 
would leave us even more perplexed. It was also interesting how princess Salma (Emily Ruete) is perceived today 
in Zanzibar. Although she brought controversy to the Zanzibari-Arab discussions, the tour guide referred to her as 
a �gure of their own, a �gure who they identify with. 


